-

WIS

Nt e

e
- b G

‘el 2 i o

DA L S L o SR

w M agtind g Aiedsl Sah pe 43 e

R ke it &

o S

o i

.

2Ll
g
{
g
3
i

HE

il
i
i=
g’i

porthwest of the dome of Kussh Dagh. It

follows the spine of the range to the neigh-

borhood of Great Ararat, whose summit it

embraces within the dominions of the Czar.
orest

and Persian empires from this point to near
fts confluepce with the Kur. All of these
rivers and untains will be found
depiocted on the large-scale map which
accompanies the author'sfirst volume. The
area of the country comprised within Rus-
slan Armenia is about 19,070 square miles,
The solid block of territory over which
now rules on the table land of Ar-
menia is neither a new acquisition nor the
fruit of a single conquest. At the beginning
of the last century she gained a foothold
upon the plateau through the voluntary
aocession of the Georgian kingdom, and its
tranaformation into a Russian province in
1803. This event, the outcome of the folly
of the Mussulman powers, that had driven
the Christians to despair, was followed
by the rapid espansion of the northern
empire in these countries, as the result of
suocessful wars. Karabagh was taken
from Persia in 1818, and the important
khanate of Erivan in 1828; from Turkey,
the district of Akhaltsykh in 1820, and the
fortress and provinoe of Kars in 1878. Ap-
pearing as a deliverer of the Christian
mplu. and profiting by their ald, Russia
in advancing her border
beyond the Araxes, and to the threshold
of Erssrum, and in establishing herself
behind a well-founded frontier, which com-
prises the venerated mountain of Armenia,
as well as the seat of the suprems spiritual
government to which the Armenians bow.
The provinces of Russian Armenia consti-
tute a part of the great administrative sys-
* tem of the Caucasus, which is presided over
by a single Governor General. Formerly,
ft was usual to appoint to this important
post a Grand Duke, who exercised, not
without advantage to the country, a very
large measure of personal Initiative. At
the present day the office is occupied by
& nobleman of high rank, but his adminis-
_ tration has become much more intimately
oconnected with the bureaucratic machine
which is operated from BSt. Petersburg.
He remains, however, the principal civil
and military suthority in the Caucasus,
which consists of no less than twelve gov-
ernments, and is divided into North Cau-
casus and Trans-Caucasia. The seven
governments of Tiflis, Erivan, Ears, Kutals,
Elizabetpol, Baku and Zakatal compose
Trans-Caucasia. Their aggregate popula-
tion In 1897 fell a little short of five millions,
to which total the Armenians contributed
about a fifth. The other inhabitants are
furnished by branches of the Georgian
family and by settlers of /Tartar race.
These elements of the population for the
most part occupy the country immediately
on the north of the Armenian tablelands.
The Caucasus itself, the northern boundary
of Trans-Caucasla, contains within its
ocountless recesses a long catalogue of
pations whose names it ia difficult to pro-
nounce and whose languages are mys-
torious. The importanoce of the Armenian
element must be measured, not so much
by its numerical strength as by its soli-
darity, compared with the divisions among
the peoples beside whom they live. The
Armenians are little separated by religious
differences; the Roman Catholics are a
mere handful amid the compact ranks of
the Gregorians, and the Gregorian Church
s not only the symbol of national existence
but the stronghold of national hopes. The
Tartars, who slightly exceed the Armenians
i{n number, are split by the bitter religious
sntipathies of Sunni and Bhiah, while the
Qeorgians, who muster over a million
souls, are in a period of transition from
their old feudal system to a new and more
sottled soclal order The union, more-
over, of their Church with the Orthodox
Church of Russia has deprived the Georg-
{ans of a natural rallying point for the com-
munity of sentiment which is based on a
oonsciousness of race pride. Should the
Russians become possessed of the Armenian
provinces of the Turkish Empire, the most
numerous as weoll as the most solid of the
elements of population in Trans-Caucasia
will be furnished by the Armenian race
The Armenians being a commercial and
industrial, as well as agricultural, people,
have spread themselves outside the natural
Umits of their country, attracted to the
growing centres of industry upon its con-
fines. They contribute a valuahle and
expanding element to the urban popula-
tion. It s only, however, when one golng
southward has crossed the mountains
which separate their highlands from the
rest of Trans-Caucasia, that one becomes
oconscious of treading upon Armenian soil
Throughout its extension from Akhalka-
laki and Alexandropol on the northeast to
Egin and Kharput on the southwest, that
elevated stage of the Asiatic tableland,
which may be still called Armenia, bears
tire imprint of the individuality of the Arme-
nian peoples to a greater degree than that of
any other race. Throughout this high
plateau there is scarcely a remote valley
which does not attract a band of pilgrims
to worship in the monasteries which date
from the times of the Kings of Armenia,
and keop alive the story of ith past. The

:

what harsh Armenian tongue; the legends

to the great works of nature have, for the
most part, an Armenlan origin.
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The stronghold of the Armenians, the
locality in which they are most numerous,

Chal (grain river) flows on its way to join
the middle vourse of the Araxes, now called
the Aras. There is situated the fortreds
and modern town of Alexandropol, which
is inhabited almost exclusively by Arme-
niags, and there are placed, a little further
south, the remains of the ancient city of
Ani, the deeerted site of which ptill testifies
to the state and splender of their kings.
The upland plains about Akhalkalaki
on the north are dotted with Armenlan
villages while the valley of the Araxes
on the south from Kagyzman to Erivan,
and especially in the distriot of Edgmlatsin,
oontalns a considerable Armenian popula-
tion. The town and district of Novo-Baya-
set on the western shore of Lake Sevan, is
for the greater part Armenian. On the other
hand, the eastern portion of the Araxes
Valley, beginning from the town of Ordubad,
is held in large numbers by the Tartars,
who run the Armenians close in the extensive
and important area which Is covered by the
Government of Erivan. Mr. Lynoh reminds
ue that the Armenian population of the
Russian provincee has been considerably
sugumented by emigration from Turkey
and Pervia. It Is computed that no fewer
than ten thousand families from the district
of Ergerum followed the Russian army out
of Turkey in 1820, and numbers of their
oountrymen—it is said, no fewer than forty
thousand —had already accompanied the
same force from the frontier districts of
Persia when it retired from Tabriz on the
conclusion of the peace of Turkomanchai.

Next to the Armenians, the most numer-
ous element in the population is contributed,
as we have said, by the Tartars, who ex-
tend from the Persian frontier up the Valley
of the Araxes, and cover with their settle-
ments the eastern section of the plateau
region, and the whole of the Karabagh
distriot. The Tartars of Trans-Caucasia
represent a section of those warriors of
Turkish race who, from the time of the
appearance of the Seljuks down to the end
of the eighteenth century, were driven to
this country by political conditions from
the northern provinces of Persia, that is
to say, from Azerbaijan and from the east-
ern shores of the Caspian Sea. Their
language ia still the lingua franca of the
territory between the (Caucasus and the
Armenian plateau. Within the area of
Russian Armenia, they belong almost en-
tirely to the Shiah sect, and, besides sharing
the religion of Persia, they contain an ad-
mixture of Persian blood. It s not so long
ago that their seats in Armenia formed
a Persian khanate, and were administered
by Persian sirdars; the rich families that
flourished during that period are still the
owners of extensive gardens and live on the
proceeds of their lands. In the humbler
walks of urban life they are distinguished
by their skill in all the methods of working
mud which are practised in the East; they
are plasterers, wallmakers, expert in the
construction of irrigation works; most
of the little tradesmen, hucksters and
fruiteellers are Tartars, and so are many
of the gardeners and drivers of carta. In
the country they have passed from the
nomadic stage, and are prosperous tillers
of the ground. In the town of Erivan,
where their numbers equal those of the
Armenians, many of the most thriving
business houses are in Tartar hands. The
Tartars have availed themselves but little,
however, of the oppSrtunities of educa-
tion which the Russian Government has
placed within their reach, and Mr. Lynch
deems it safe to prophesy that, unless a
radical ochange in this respect be soon
effected, they will be edged out by the Ar-
menians, and will diminish in numbers
year by year.

The remaining peoples native to Russian
Armenia upon which our author bestows
a glanos, are the Kurds, the Greeks, the
Turks, the Georgians and the Karapapakhs.
The Kurds within Russian territory have
not yet abandoned their nomadie habits;
they are found as far north as the country
about Batum, but their principal pasture
grounds are on the Turkish frontier and in
Karabagh. The total number of Kurds
in Trans-Cauoasia is given as one hundred
thousand, The Greeks have several vil-
lages, principally In the Government of
Kars: those which our author saw were
prosperous and the gay dresses and trink-
ots of the women betokened a somewhat
higher stage of comfort than that which
is usual in the country considered as a
a whole, These Greeks speak Turkish and
are learning Russian; their versatile genius
enables them to change their nationality
easily. They are excellent miners and road
engineers; the fine chaussee which has re-
cently been completed up the valley of the
Toporevan River to Akhalkalaki was con-
structed by Greek workmen. The Georg-
{ans, included in the area under review,
are found in the valley of the Kur. In
many places the race has received sucha
large admixture of Turkish blood that the
inhabitanta, although classed as Georgians,
call themasalves Turks, and are In relig-
fon Mohammedan. In thelr villages Mr.
Lynch found much discontent with the
existing order, and outward rigns of dia-
integration and decay. The Turks proper
are encountered almost exclusively in the
Government of Kars, which is also the seat
of a hybrid tribe called Karapapakhs,
or “Black Caps,” so named from the black
lambakin caps which they wear.
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If the social condition of the country be
considerad, no circumstance will be found
more striking than the complote separa-
tion of one race from another. Thore s
an entire absence of fusion of the different
elements, although they live side by side.
Cases, indeed, exist, both in the Russian and
in the Turkish provinces of Armenia, where
from an expectation of advantage or by
compulsion, the people of a particular dis-
triet have adopted the Mussulman religion
during periods of Mussulman persecution,
and have become by intermarriage and
closer intercourse, absorbed into the
dominant race.  On the part of onlookers,
however, such examples hy converting
prejudices into animosities, have only ag-

is due. When Russia appeared on the
scene, it might have been expected that,
at least in the case of the Christians, a dis-
position to draw togsther would make
itsalf felt. As a matter of fact, a reverse
tendency has been observed. To the old
religious breaches has been added a new
barrier to coalescence, namsly the Russian
orthodox Church. In the case of a marriage
bet ween a Russian sectary and an Armenian
and, apparently also, in the case of a mar-

by
i law to be brought upin the Russian
! faith. In
of the parcnts professes that faith. The ! a district whe

e . sought refuge in
and historical ‘memories which attach !

| toward
is the rich country through which the Arpa |

It makes no difference that neither

result of this regulation has been that the
old heterogeneous ocollection of Christian
sects has been increased by two more
species of schismatics, the Molokans and the
Dukhoborsky, which, expelled’ from Ruasia
Upon both of
theao sects is riveted isolation from their
neighbors, as they have no alternative but
to edudate their children in ‘a ereed and
religious systam which they abhor.
Under such circumstances but little
has been effected by the Russian settlors
the standards of lving
which previo

country., Mr Lynch deems the presence.

| of artificial barriers regrettadle, In-

asmuch as the sectaries - just named
had belonged to the flower of Russian
peasantry. They are promounced su-
perior to the Armenians in moral force,
and their methods of agriculture, were
they generally fol'owed, would produce an
economic revolution. Up to the present
time, however, their example has been
thrown away. Their neat stone houses,
spacious hearths, ploughs and fleld im-
plements, have not incited the Armenians
to forsake thelr ancestral habits, to im-
prove the means of cultivation and to emerge
from their unhealthy burréws into the light
and comfort of glass windows and solid

walls of stone, This barrenness of result

is partly attributed t6 the manner in which
the emigration from Russla tock place.
Hunted out of their native country, the
peasants came in whole village communi-
ties, with their women and children, and
their household goods. Their new settle-
ments were grouped together and rendered
gelf-sufficlent so that neither the necessi-
ties nor the inducements of soclal inter-
course drew them away from their own

circles.

"'

Passing to the political side of his subject,
our author describes the system of govern-
ment under which the various peoples
oollected in Russian Armenis live. The
presence of discontent in certaln quarters
may be regarded as the inevitable outcome
of the change of rulers. The Mussulman
supporters of the old Turkish dominion
share with their neighbors of Turkish
origin the humiliation of a fallen state.
Their Turkish sympathies and connections
excite, on the one hand, the suspicions
of the Russian Government, and, on the
other, dispose them to yleld to the lightest
pressure and to crose the border into Turk-
ish Armenia. Even the Armenians, who
have been a mainstay to Russia, both in
her Persian and her Turkish wars, whose
lands have been swept by the tide of battle
and who can recall the memory of conflicts
which extended ove\‘:o the walls of their
sanctuary, the clolster of Edgmlatain,
are inclined to temper their sentiments
of gratitude with the consciousness of the
services which they have rendered, services
which many among them may be disposed
to regard as having resulted only in the
imposition of a fresh and more burden-
some yokes. North of the tableland the
(leorgian races, whose kingdom, harassed
by Mohammedan peoples, was driven to
seek outside assistance, have not yet for-
gotten the disappointment of the hopes
which many among them had cherished,
that Russian intervention might assume
the form of a protectorate rather than that
of a complete absorption of the Georgian
element into the Russian state. In Mr.
Lynch's opinion, however, such regrets
and  disillusionments do but represent
the familiar sequel to the constitution
of empire upon a new soll; under such
circumstances human nature s more prone
to count the loss than to recognize the gain,
It is certain that, since Ruassia completed
her subjugation of the Caucasus, order
and peace have bean given to the country,
and life and property are safe for the first
time during a long period. No longerare
Georglan children sold into slavery, and
a middle class is forming among a people
whose traditional relation to one another
was that of noble and serf. If now in
Northern Armenia the Armenian peasant
gathers for himself the crops which he haa
sown, and the restless Kurd consults his
safety by a respect for the law, it Is to
Rusaia that the people owe deliverance
from the license and anarchy of former

yoars.
Mr. Lynch testifles that, had the Russian
Government confined its energles to

the task of maintaining public order
in a formerly distracted country, it would
have received the unstinted gratitude
of the Armenians, until, in the maturity of
time, they should have learned to walk
unalded, and themselves to cope with such
unruly elements as might still resist the
voke of law. The Russian Government,
however, was not content to conflne (tself
to the role of guardian, but desired to bring
about as rapldly as possible the assimilation
of the Armenians. The Russians them-
gelves are not a cormmercial people, and
would willingly see the Armenians conduct
the commerce of their native ocountry
and develop {ts vast resources, but only
on one condition, were they prepared to
ancourage such activity: the condition was
that their new subjects should become
Russians, and that the newly aoquirad
territory should be joined to the Ruasian
Empire, not only by the slender thread of
annexation, but by tha abiding tle of a
common patriotism founded on a com-
munity of sentiment. The Armenian, in
a word, was to sink his individuality and
resign his initlative into Muscovite hands.
He was made to understand that ha must
imbue himeelf with the ideas which his
new rulers bad prepared for him, although
these might he opposed to the tendencies
and the capacities with whioh he had bean
endowad. Inmicha prospeet the Armenian
can recognize nothing to admire and much
to fear.  He sees the more cgpable races
either driven from the Russian Empire
or made the subjeot of incessant jealouay
and antipathy, rather than of increasing
respect. He feels the grip of an organ-
fzation which is founded on European
methods, and commanda all the resocurces
which *hose methoda provide, but he dis-
trusts tue hand which wields these weapons,
and he is indifferent to the objects to which
they are directed.  Even the material re-
sults of such a system leave him littls to
hope for beyond what he has attained

The resources of tha country still lie
dormant, and the Governmont seems to
lack either the means or the will to
turn them to account. The Armenian
sees the rich forests of the peripheral
region, which might yield a eonsiderable
revenue in return for an outlay compara-

| tively amall, left unexploitad while ship-
gravated the differences to which separation |

loads of wood aie entering the ports to
supply the requirementa of the oil industry,
That Industry {tself he sees promoted hy
foreign capltal In Russlan guise, although
the jealousy of all foreign capital has closed
the door to Its beneficent action in the
provinces of Russian Armenia. Only a
single military railway traverses the table
land, and there is scarcely a wagon road
upon it, except such roads as are rendered
necessary by the exigencies of the army.
The two principal towns are Ale
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the greatest advantage, it Is
or difficult to find a foreign newspaper,
while the industrial siill of the advanced

single foreign enterprise, or, su far as our
author could learn, by a sl foreign man
of business or ind "

provinces visited by him should be as-
cribed to excessive centraliation in the

Russian capital, a centralization exemp-
lified in the fact that at the present day
the smallest projects are yeferred to St.
Petersburg, and considered with reference
to the economio policy which governs the

empire as a whole,

In our author's judgment a people
whose commercial activity has brought
them into contact with the most pro-
gressive races of Europe, and whoso natural
instinct renders them eager to assimilate
Western thought, can scarcely be blamed
if they chafe under a system which assumes
to formulate the opinions they shall hold,
and to select the books which they shall
read and which subjects every actlon of their
dally life to an inquisitorial control. Such
methods are the manifestations of a settled
and uniform plan. Little by little, as all
danger on the side of the Mussulman States
has disappeared, the Russian Government
has deemed it opportune to apply more
drastic processes, and to impose upon the
newest of their adopted children a fuller
measure of the régime. On
their side the Arm have shown no
disposition to adopt Russian ways of thought,
The more severe the presfure the more have

they writhed and twisted; at the present

moment, indeed they are lying quietly with
brfoken wings. According to Mr. Lynch,
their situation i{s cruel in the extreme,
From the Turkish provinces they are beaten
up toward the Russian frontier by bands
of predatory Kurds. Should they manage to
reach the coveted asylum, they are caught
in the meshes of an Impervious network;
they are sorted and sifted by a swarm of
active petty officials, the police of the
distriota, the police of the towns, the political
police. Camps are instituted where the
great majority of emigrants are detained
at pleasure, to be returned on the first
opportunity to their rifled homes. The
repetition of this process is more effective
in decimating the Armenian people than
are any massacres., It ls pointed out,
however, that the amelloration, if not the
removal of such harmsh conditions lies to
some oxtent in their own hands. “Accept
our system,” the Armenians are told
“follow the Georglans, and seck spiritual
and political salvation within the bosom of
the Russian Church-State.” Our author
has no doubt that in that event the whole
weight of the great Russian Empire would
be thrown into the acale for the Armenians.
Will not a people so sorely tried soon submit
to the prescribed conditions? Mr Lynch
says that he has put the question to all
the Armenlans with whom he has had op-
portunities of intercourss, but the answer
has been invariably in the negative. Many
Armenians, it ssems, go 8o far as to profess
openly a preference for the Turkish Gov-
ernment. They put the matter in the form

of an antithesis. They have simply a choice
they say, between two oppreasions, one
physical and  spasmodic, the other

moral and systematio. It {8 not the first
time in their history that to Armenians
has been offered the alternative of slavery
In body or slavery in mind. A remnant
may be absorbed; but the majority will
follow their destiny, will wander forth, and,
perhaps, diuppea.r.__
V.

Mr. Lynch suggests that the reader
who knows the Armenians only from his
unpleasant experience of an Armenian
dragoman picked up in the Levant, may
not be disposed to view the threatened
ruin of that people with feelings of keen
regret. For himself, however, coming to
the subject free from any preposeessions
but with the lessons of extensive travel
in the other countries west of India freshly
imprinted on his mind, he confesses to
exactly contrary sentiments. The fact is
recalled that we are living in a time of
startling changee In Asia, we are witnesses
of one of those great waves dashing from
Furope upon Asia, the ant ent tide-
marks of which have all but vanished.
We are further reminded that the Asiatio
with all his debility is not the African;
he is our father, from whose lips we received
our first lesson; and his old age, become
almost childiike, contalns the germs of
rejuvenescence. Mr. Lyneh sees In the
Armenians a people peculiarly adapted to
be the intermediaries of the new dispensation
between Europe and Asia. They profess
the Christian religion, they are familiar
with some of the best Western Idoals, and
they assimilate each new product of Euro-
pean culture with an ability and thoroughe
ness which no other race between India
and the Mediterranean has given any evi-
dence of being able to rival. These ca-
pacities they have made manifest under
the greatest disadvantage, to wit: as a
subject race ministering to the needs of
Mussulman masters. They know well that
with every advance of true civilization,
they are sure to rise, as they will certainly
fall at each relapse. It would, indeed,
be folly to expect that they should not
have suffered in character by the menial
pursulta which during a thousand years
of subjection they have been constrained
to follow. When we recall that they have
been Rayas oxplofted by races most often
their Inferioea in intellect, we cannot be
surprised at the results, and should rather
wonder that their defecta are not more
pronounced

Evon as it is, Mr. Lynch bhears witneas
that the Armenians arm possessed of vir-
tues with which thoy are seldom credited
The fact that in Turkey they are rigor-
ously precluded from bearing arma haa
led superflelal observers to regard them
as cowards. Our author thinks that a
different judgment might be meted out,
were they placed on an equality in this
reapact with their enemies, the Kurds,
At all events, when they have had an op-
portunity, they have not been slow to dis-
play martial qualitios, both in the domain
of the highest strategy and in that of
personal prowess. The viotorious com-
mander-in-chief for Russia in her Asiatic
campaign of 1877 was an Arwenian from
the distriot of Lori, Loris Melikoff. Dur-
ing the same campaign the most brilliant
General of division in the Russlan Armny
was an  Armenian, Terdukasoff. The
war correspondent of the London Times
recorded that *the manner in which Ter-
dukasoff handled his men at Taghir on
the 10th of Juue, 1877, when with eight
battallions he thoroughly defeated the
twelve which Mahomet Pasha o

to him; the stubbor pposed
be checked Mukhtar Peshe s oiuid which

June 21 at Eshek Khaliass;

| the amall Stafe is inclined

two fish corpsa,

) in numbers, stamp

of division of the first class
ar many more like him, this
woukl heve been complotad & month

;gz;' ain the ‘%n voung  staff
0 v Tarnaiofl, who nned and led e
te attack on the Azxzunrt h(\l fruml

, Was an Armen an i

for hi Gatieig with hia 1o, At The peesont

ay tha frontier police caon-
tro) ﬁo Kurds of the border is re-
oru! rom among Armenians, Mr.
Lym deoms theso examples sufficient
to to the counter an inveterate lie from
which the Armenians have sufferad more,
at loast in British estimation, than from
any other supposed defoct,
Our author,who, it should be remembered,
mh first-hand observation, says
were he asked what characteristics di;-
tinguish the Armenians from other Orientals
he should be disposed to lay most emphasis
ona y known to us in popular speech
as . It s this quality to which they
owe tt;:lr pmﬂ?n .2‘1‘ people, .{nl they
are not su n this respact by any
Euro nation. Their intellectual ca-
pacities are supported by a solid foundation
of ¢ , and, unlike the (ireeks, but
like Germans, they are averse to su-
rrﬂd‘l methods: they Become absorbed in
heir tasks, and plumb them deep. There
is no race in the nearer East more quick
ng than are the Porsiane; yet our
author l\l‘mtl that, should you be visit-
ed by a Persian gent accompanied by
his Armenian man of business, {ou might
do well to t? the oxperiment of taking a
book down from your shelves, preferably
with illustrations, and hand it to them after

a passing reference. It will be found that
the will look at the pictures, which
he may . The Armenian, on the
other will devour the text of the book

and at each pause In the conversation you
will see him poring over it with knitted
brows. tendency to oconcentration
is naturally accompanied by forethnught
and balance; it is these qualities which
have given the Armenian his preiminence
in commercial affairs. He is not less clever
ﬂun the On':llt;wtaut I‘tohae; further and,

t with the petty vices
dm traders, the Armenian mor-
chant is dtz\.aiok to appreciate the advantases
of fair hf when they are commended
by the conditions under which his vocation
{s pursued. It seems that amid the hetero-

us urban populations of the Balkans
tm proportion of Armenians implicated
in bankruptoy is comparatively low. If
the fact does not attest the greater integrity
of Armeniane it at least indicates their
power to resist an immediate temptation,
and thely promptitude in recognizing the
pecuniary value of cdmmercial stabilivy.

In order, however, to estimate this people
at anything like their true worth, 1
Lynch wams us that we should study them
not in the Balkans, or in the Levant, where
corruption is widespread, but in the Rusaian

rovinces of Armenia. Here they have
rurnod to acoount@most successfully the
interval between the period, when the
sword of Russia was the sword of the de-
liverer, and the present state of things,
when the principles by which her rulers
are insplred are those of pan-orthodoxy
and pan-Slaviem. So much surprized
was our author by the results achieved
and by the contrast offered between the
ﬂro.mn of this newly emancipated popu-
tion and the stagnation and retrogres-
sion of thelr neighbora of different nation-
alities spread over the wide area of the
nearer that, without any fixed pre-
vious purpose, he determined to pursue the
study of the Armenians further, and to
extend his journey into Turkish territory
What was the spectacle that so much im-
ressed him 'in Ruasian Armenia? He
?ound that in every trade and profession,

in and In the Government services
the Armenign was without a rival, and
in full on of the fleld. He equi

the sorvice by which one travels,

and, if one is fortunate enough to encounter
an inn, t ndlord will be an Armenian,
Mosat of the villages in which one sojourns
are inhabited by a brawny Armenian peas-
antry. In the , if the local Governor
attaches to a traveller's service the head
of the local police, that officer will be a
stalwart Armenian in Rugsian uniform.
Through his ald the traveller will find a
lodging or a ‘shady garden in which to
erect his tents.

If one remark on the way soma well-
bullt edifice that aspires to architectural da-
sign, It will turn out to be the work of an
Armenian builder from Alexandropol. In
that olty itself, where the Armenians are
most numarous, the love of building, which
was & marked characteristio of their fore-
fathers, has blossomed again under rela-
tively lal ecircumstances: a spacious
cathedral and several large churches stand
among new stone houses fronted with am-
bitious fagades. In FErivan, each tolar-
ably rich merchant has lodged himself
{n an agreeable villa, the Italian architect-
ure of which rises from amid the shade
of poplars and willows and fruit trees, The
excellent wine met with in Erivan is made
according to the newest methods by an
Armenian, who investigated for two years
in Germany the most modern appliances
of the wine-making lndllnt7 in’ Europe.
The financial transactions of the country
are in the handa of Armenian bankers,
The skilled workmen, such as jowellers
wato kers and carpenters, are Arme-
nians. Even the offlcer of mounted frontier
police, whose long assoclation with the
wilder elements of the ’mpulnﬂnn -Kurds
and robbers has lent him the appearance
of a chief of brigands, wi'l hear an Armenian
name. The large majority of the peopla
do not speak Russian, or speak it very im-

rfectly. Were It not. indeed, for the
act that the Governors and chief polics
officials of large districta are Rus<ians,
and that Cossacks and Russlan regular
soldiers may be seen here and there, the
traveller would not suspect that he was
in & Russtan provinee, and would gy his
way with composure until rudely awak-
ened by msome abrupt collision with the
Russian  bureaucratic system. In  fine
the Armenian has odgad out the Russian,
and, if the conquests of peace could be
unhindered, he would ultimately rule in
the land.

Under the circumstances, it is not sur-
prising that the Armenian's Orfental {m-
agination has been wrought upon to an
fmprudent extent. The dream of a re.
vived Armenian kingdom has fired the
national enthusiasm, which the rusal
of historical records has fed "X
amples furnished in eastern Europe have
seemed to justify the vision. In his sacond
volume, which deals with the Turkish

rovinees, our author undertakes to ehow

ha falsoness of such analogies. Mean-
while, he points out that the hape of an
independent Armenion State, could it ha
realized in a remote fuaturs, wonld not
appeal to all minds alike. Many diseern
a danger to human progress in the eroation
of small States he national santiment
wonld be ;‘I-uwl by them among the al-
ready realized ideals npon which, as our
civillzation widens, it s necessary to hnild

a higher superstructure The magnitude
of the conflict which would ensue, s'iould
any of the greater nations angage in war,
acts as a preyentive to ambitions whioh
o Indulge on

the least pretence. The gratifieation of
such ambitions causes bad administra-
tions, and ends iu bankraptey. Moo
over, tha peaple of a little country ocan

enjoy but few of the advantages which
are offared by a great ampire  Suoh con-
siderations have much weight, vet they
scarcely indicate a solution of the Armeniun
problem. The Armenian, who should he a
convert to such views, might reasonably
ask in what quarter he should leok for
profitable assimilation

sacres its Armenian subjects; should he
turn to Russia, he sees o prospe (s of
material advantage whiech “mu.( enabie
him to rise above the economic stage o
which he has already attained, while lLis
surrender to Russian ideals could only be
effocted, in his opinion, at the price of moral
and Intellectual annihilation.  Confronted

with swoh an outiook, he seeka refugs
within Limaelf; and, when he consults his
more  sober  peroeption he  lalwors n
| suenee, and without ostentation, to suppiy
the requirements whi race sl reoop-
nizes; to ralse the poasant from hia presont
degradation, to purify « churecn and 1)
romote the interests of las richer neigh-
in works for the comrion good. Those |
are the legitimate ambitions which, how-

ever conunonplace, are certain of attain-
ch, whataver be the revoly-
tion, will establish the Armen-
fan's right to influence the history of his

R R

to him was

and,
and to alleg
The Turkish Fme |

pire will not even protect Lim, and mas- !

and when, toward the close of the
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no small fartors
Byzantine influene
Persia lost no occasion of furthering.
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A chapter of Mr. Lynch's book s de-
votod to Fdgmiatain, the religious capital
of Armenia, and to the Armenian Church.
Hore will be found an interesting outline
of the history of Armenian Christianity.
It was some time before the persecution
of the Christians under Diocletian (A. D.
284-305) that Tiridates, the King of Ar-
menia, was converted by a propagandist,
subsequently known as St. Gregory, who
became the mentor of the monarch, both

In religious and secular affaire. Thus |
"of two natures in the following worasg

it carne to pass that Christianity was adopted
as tha religion of the State in Armenia
some thirty years before it triumphed
in the West through the decisive action
at the Milvian Bridge (A. D. 312) and over
100 yoars before Theodosius the First issued
his edicts against the practice of paganism.
In spite of frequent ebullitions of paganism
the institutions established by St. Gregory,
known to his fellow countrymen as The
Iluminator, were nhever jeoparded by a
decisive relapse. The religion which he
investod with all the authority of the State
became inextricably intorwoven with the
self-consciousness of the Armenian nation
and derived from their inveterate obstinacy
or admirable herolsm a stability which
stiffened the more it was threatened from
without. From the outset the keystone
of the ecclesiastical edifice was, as it now
is, the person of the Katholikos. Our
author is unable to find among Christian
organizations any counterpart of .his high
office. Beside it that of the King sceins
mere tinsel. The title itself, indeed, was
unpretentious. designating as it did among
the Christians of the East. an Archbishop
with plenary powers, such as were needed
in countries remote from the hierarchical
centre. It Is applied by the earliest extant
authorities to St. Gregory; and so moderate
were the claims of his successor, Faustus,
that he coined the superiative Katholikos
of Katholikoi to express the conceded
superfor dignity of the metropolitan of
Ceesarea. Whatover grade, however, in
tho hierarchiy of the Christian Church may
have been assigned to him by his clerical
colleagues in other lands, the position
occupied In his native country by the Katho-
likos of Armenia was one of extraordinary
glamour. The office was hereditary in
the family of the Illuminator; and that
family had been endowed with territories
extending over filteen provinces, and com-
prinh;f several princely residences. The
pontifical palace was at Astishat, in the
neighborhood of the mother ahurch of
Armenia and of the Chapel of St. John the
Baptist and of St. Athenogenes.

When the descendants of St. Gregory
were unwilling to sustain the burden of the
office of Katholikos, it was entrusted to
some prominent cleric of the church at
Astishat, while the unworthy heirs pursued
the vocation of arms or the attractions of
pleasure. It was customary for the scions
of the Illuminator to marry into the King's
family, and to them were accorded many
of the honors due to royalty alone. As
often as the King provoked the censure
of the Katholikos, epiritual castigation
was unflinchingly enforced. In the case
of a vacancy of the pontifical chalr, owing
to failure in the line of renunciation on the
part of the heir, it was not the priesthood
who choss the successor, but the King, the
nobles and the army. fn this respact the
office was identified with the existing in-
stitutions of the country, and our anthor
suggests that it may have been modelled
upon that of the high priests among the
polytheista and the Jews. Two descendants
of the Illuminator, one in the fourth, the
other in the fifth century, added new
lustre to the institution. Nerses the First
introduced the refinements of hierarchical
government; Sahak the (ireat gave to the
peopls an alphabet of their own. The
throne of the succeasors of Tiridates crum-
Lled away in the course of about a century
from the death of the first Christian mon-
arch, whereas that of the successors of
St. Gregory has weathered the storms of six-
teen centuries and remains a solid and
impressive monument at the present day.

he national character of the Armenian
Church is mainly derived from the insti-
tutions of St. Giregory; but it was Nerses,
his direct descendant, who brought it into
line with the Church of the Roman Empire
in the sphere of internal development and
discipline. The family likeness which it
resents to the nviﬁhboring Greek Church
a largaly due to this prelate. The mon-
astery is still the pivot of the ecclesiastical
organization; it was Nerses, the contem-
rary, and perh the disoiple of St.
asil of Ceesarea who spread cloisters and
convents broadeast over the land. A
single rile was established for the several
or':ﬁiru of monks; and the laity were bidden
to observe certain annltar{;. regulations,
among which was included abstention from
animal food. The poor and the sick were
lodged in hospices, and were not allowed
to beg; & humane enact:nent provided that
their neighbors should bring them food
to their public or private dwell In
each district was founded a school for the
instruction of the people in the Greek and
Syriac languages

The death of Nerses,
not later than A. D. 374 he was polsoned
by the Armenian King -marks an epoch
in the history of the Armenian Church.
On the one hand its emoluments were con-
gsiderably curtailed -on the other-a fact
which had far-reaching consequences
it was severed defivitely from the Church
of the Roman Empire. It is evident that
Nerses failed to gauge correctly the tom-

which ooccurred

per of his conntrymen; it waa the defoct
f his undoubtel virtues that he endeav-
ored to go ton far and to accomplish too

much., The reaction from his severe ordi-
pances enabled the King to proceed un-
hindered in the work of overthrowin,
the structure which his vietim had nmf
The hosplees were abolisled, the convents
were destroyed and their inmates given
over to persecution. Moreover, the greater
portion of the lands bestowed upon the
Church by Tiridates were appropriated
by the State. Out of each group of seven
domains belonging to the former insti-
tution, the revanues of five were allotted
to the Treasury. It cannot be doubted
that popular support was forthcoming
for the revolution which the monarch initi-
ated in the relations with the Church of
the Roman Empire At all periods the
Armenians have approved a national poliey
and pivferred to porish rather than unite
with tholr neignbors. A Bishop of the
House of Albianus, a rival of 8t Gregory's |
family and alw avs obeequious to the irone,
was investedd with the vacant primacy
Fle consw it of the Metropaolitan of
was not even asked for, nor was the Bi
desspatebed to the

op
capital of the provinee

| of Cappadocia for cotsecration in accord-
ance

with the usual custoin.  The defiance
thus offered by the Armenian sovereign
yrovoked reseatment on the part of S
‘ o~ right of eonsecratin H~!.-'-p<

wav from the hatholikos "and
mly left the prerogative of
blessing bread at the royval court, The
outeoims of this exhibition of temper upon
both aldes was a bitter confliet in the Arnnen-
inn Church itself. The clergy were di-
viled into followers of the King and of
House of Albianus, on the one hand,
on the other hand, those who held
to the neswssity of conscoration in Cesarea
ance to the House of Qrogory
The subsequent lapse of the greater part
of Armenia under Persian influence pro-
moted the policy intiated by King Pap;
oen-
tury, (he chair was again oecupied by a
desceridant of St. Gregory, the link with
area was not restored,

the
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As time went on, several cauees con-
widen the breach with the

Chiareh of the Roman Empire. A Persian
oceupation and the nltimate extinetion of
the Arsakld dyrasty to which Tiridates

! his descondants had belonged were

inan estrangement from
which the policy of
Tlm

invention by Mesrop of an Aemenian al-
phabet imposed by the Persian Govern-

ment as a political device, and the insti-

inhabitants of Ani to Poland,
and Galicia, to Astrakhan on the northern

their own laws, and the
the medieval
the eade of the colony of Lemberg, which
was administered by Armenian notables,
with the sanction of the Polish soversigng
and which has been preserved to cur owg

"tution of & school of translators during

the pontificate of the son of Nerses, Isaaqg
the Great (A. D. %90-439), constituted oles
ments which, while they worked for the
attachment of the Armenians to Ciroek
culture, and for the wider propagation of
Christiazity, were yet caleulated to foster
the strong proclivities of the people toe
w'nrd complote religious independence,
Finally, the peculiar genius of the Armee
nian nation imprinted a stamp upon the

| dogma of their Church which was not the

stamp sanctioned by the Church of the
Empire. The Council of Chaleedon (A D).
451) at which the Armenians were not rep.
resented, proclalmed the so-called doctring

“Christ according to His Godhoad is of one

‘ nature with the Father, while, accordin

to His humanity, He is, apart from «in, o
one nature with us. This one and the
same Christ is recognized in two natyre
indissolubly united, but ver diulnn'1
In a synod held at Edgmiatsin fourteen

| conturies ago, tha Armenian Chureh eme
§ ;‘):\atimlly rejocted the dogma formulated
|

| fore, differ, both with the Gree (
|thnha e Greek and with
{ of the mystery of Christology
| mot hear of two natures.
!in Chirist there Is one person and one nate

Chaleedon, The Armenians, there-

sman Church, in their interpretation
hey wil]
ev hold that

ure, one will and one energy; their liiurgy
presents their dogma in the followin
words: “O God, holy God, mighty (‘mcf
everlasting God, who waat crucified for ua $
At the same time, they deny and dee
nounce the teaching of Eutyches, proe
tagonist against the Nestorians. Futve
chea held that the body of Christ is not tg
be regarded as of one nature with oursg
the Armenians maintain that God became
man in the fullest sense.
_Our author is disposad to think that h
Christology embodied the sentiments of
the people; but he points out that it haJ the
effect of estranging them, not only from
the Church of the Empire, but from
th@hfml body of their fellow Christiang
within the Persian dominions, for at the
synod of Beth Lapat (A. D 483 or 484) th
old Christian Church of Persia welcome
into its bosom the fiving forres of Nese
torianism, and adopted the Nestorian cone
fession. The Georgians, it is true, fole
lowed for a time the lead of the Armene
fans, with whom thelr Church was dircotly
connected. These allies broke away,
however, before the close of the sixth
century, and went over to the teaching of
Chalcedon. As the centuries rolled by,
these various breaches became wider,
and they are still markad features in the
Christianity of the East. Martyrdom
and political enslavemnent were alternae
tives which were accepted gladly in lien
of a compromise of dogmatic differences,
When the Emperor Heracllus visited Are
menia after replacing the Cross in the
churches of Jerusalem, the Armenian
soldiers refused to camp with his troops,
In the middle a.ﬁ: when the Sa.uwuﬂ
Kings of Persia 1 been forgotten, an
when the caliphs, their successors, were
in turn npprmcmgf their doom, the stube
born  Armenian hierarchy insisted upon
baptizing babes a second time if the ceree
mony had been performed by a Greek
priest. All attempts to effect a union bLee
tween the Armenian Church on the one
hand and the Greek or Latin Church on
the other have failed. The more attrace
tive were the offers of the (Gireeks, the more
bitter became the animosity exhibited
by the Armenians. The Popes have had
no better success. They have added
costly objects of art to the treasury at
Edgmiatsin; the result of their overtures
is a blank. Although such conduct saorie
ficed the cause of civilization in Armenia,
our author thinks that it should be roe
arded with pity rather than with anger,
e Armenians have fought at all hazards
to preserve their individuality, and the
bulk of the nation have perished in the
attampt. The lesson taught by history
is that no people and no form of Christiane
ity will succeed in assimilating the Armene
ians, if It endeavors to deflect them fromy
thelr own opinions, and to preclude them
from working out their own salvation ig
their own way.
Should the reader think that in the chape
tor just Mr. Lynch deals too
ln.rﬁ- y in ancleat history, the excuse offered
by him is that the situation remains mu-h
the samn at the present day. The exist«
ing attitude of the Armenian and Greek
churches toward one another may be still
defined in the words used in the twelfth
century, when {t was said that the Greeks
thanked (God that they were not like the
Armenians, and the Armenians thanked
God that they were not like the Greeks,
Our author tells us that, apart from the
dogma and ritual, the contamporary trave
eller will notice a consplouous difference
between the Greek and the Armenian
churches. You will not find olkons in
Armenian houses, while no Russian house
is without them. As regards the Church
of Rome, the dogmatic breach s even
wider than that which exists in the case
of the Greek Church; In common with the
lattor, the Armenian Church rejects the
Filloque. Of oourse, the Armenlan come
munity denies the infallibility of the Popes

VIIIL.
In his eighteenth chapter the autho®
undertakes an excursion into the mediwmval
history of Armenia. His twofold aim
is to narrate the principal events in the
annals of Ani, the medimval Armenian
capital, and, at the same time, to outline
the wider records of the Armenian kinge
dom of the Middle Ages. He has found
that a study of that neglected sulject
explains the present condition of the Are
menians, and conducts us to the threshold
of our own era. The natural development
of the Armenian people was suddenly
arrestad by the Seljuk conquests, and it9

ablest representatives sought new homes,
Some stout spirits established themsolved

in the mountains of Cilicia, whers they
founded a petty kingdom (the so-called
Lesser Armenia) which endured for nearly

300 years (A. D. 1080-1375). The obstinac

of their race was again exemplifiad in th
long resistance of this colony to the spiritu

uidance of the Popes of HRome Th

rionds of the Crusaders, they were a
length overwhelmed by the Turks, who
llll[‘prtw‘(‘d the d nasty. Their descende
ants, however, still maintained themseiveq

about thelr adopted seats, secure in theig

mountain fastnesses. Another remarkable

outecome of the dispersal of the Armenian
people after the Seljuk conquesat of theip

the immigration of the
Moldavis

native land was

shore of the Caspian, and thence to the
Crimea. Many of these far-distant colonieg
hive endured to the present day. Some
among them wera permitted to retai

"\'msprudnnm of

Armenian Kings flgures in

time

Summing up his account of tha riins of
Ani our suthor savs that a lesson of large
import, transcending the sphere of the
history of architecturs, may be derived fromg
a visit to the capital of the medin val Pagrae
tid dynasty, and from the study of the evie

dence of a vanished civilization whioh l@
lavished upon the travellr within be@
walls.  The monuments of Ani throw @&

strong light upon the character of the

Armenian  people, and bring into the
foreground important features of Are
menian history, They leave no doub$
upon the minds that this peopis may be
fneluded in the small number of races thad
have shown them:elves suseeptiole of the
highest eniture.  They exhibit the Armene
jans as able and sympathetio intermedie
artes between, on the one hand, the eivilie
zation of the Byzantine Empire, the hed
of that of Rome, and, on the other hand,
the eivilization of the nations of the Fast,
They testify to the tragi sl lenness with
whichi the development of the race wal
arrested at a timge when they had attained
a mensure of political freedor il on
their ecapacitien, thus favored, wern ltee
ginning to bear frui After the fall of
Ani the Armenian architocos subwervedd 119
tastes of their Mus~ulman masters, and
during the long centuries whicl ‘9
elapsed sinoe the Seljuk congueststhe gen 8
of their countrymen has been expioted

by the semi-barbarous peoples of As<in,
while their abilities and character hLave
progressively declined and beco

me del rasedy
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